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1992 - AMCA Meeting,
Ft. Myers, FL 

üINSPIRATION!

üNeil Wilkinson & Brian Murphy, Public Education 
Coordinators for Lee County Mosquito Control District

üWeek - long school programs AND teacher workshops

üProvided materials and lots of advice



WHY Give Teacher Workshops?

Teach a class of children, you reach those 
children

Teach the teacher, youõve reached that 
class PLUS all that teacherõs  future 

students

Get mosquito information into many 
residences through the children



Where To Starté

× Elementary Schools - Choose a County

× Find Their Science Coordinator

× Write proposal ðwho, what, where, why, how
AND how much

× Work with them to develop program ðif the                
teachers donõt like the material,  or if itõs    
not useful to them, they will NOT use it!

× Decide how to divide the work and costs

Our choice of county:  the one 
that returned my phone calls!



WHO?

Original Workshops ð3rd to 6 th grade 
teachers

Prince Georgeõs County, MD

Find out which grade level studies life cycle    
of insects

Later ð2nd grade teachers,
Baltimore County, MD

New county, new regulations, change in grade 
level for life cycle instruction



What Is A Teacher Workshop?

A full day workshop to teach mosquito 
biology & life cycle (quick for classroom 

observations), habits, habitats, etc.

Contains several activities, labs and a field 
trip to collect larvae

Gives the teachers the tools to do a week -
long unit incorporating biology, math, 

history, geography and art



1. Welcome  and Wetlands Scavenger Hunt
Ice - breaker activity, learning about wetlands 
ecosystem



2. Mosquitoes & Their Impact
Engagement activity including naming pro and 
con impacts, talk about diseases, research, 
mosquito control in Maryland



3. Mosquito Biology
ü Two concurrent lab activities:

Life Cycle  and 
Similarities & Differences

ü Classroom activity:  
Name parts of a mosquito

ü Overview of classification, life cycle,  
habits & habitats, host preference

ü Classroom activity: 
Find the Breeding Areas



4. Surveillance of Mosquitoes
Overview of larval & adult surveillance methods
Lab Activity:  Check Out Those Dead Skeeters

5. Control of Mosquitoes
Perceptions of mosquito control
Overview of control methods
Lab Activity:  Skeeter Eaters
Lab Activity:  Bioassay ðstart bioassay for 
results at end of workshop



6. Activity ðSkeeter Scramble ðA 
Day in the Life of a Mosquito



7. Rearing Mosquitoes in the Classroom
Issue pupators and instructions to teachers

8. Field Trip
Issue dippers and whirlpak bags
Go to local mosquito hotbed for dipping   

practice, handling of live specimens, 
learning about other 
aquatic critters



9. Wrap - Up  - SKETO game
Bingo using questions to earn bingo 
squares
Prizes for ôskeeter bucksõ earned
Evaluations



1994 ðWorkshops began in Prince 
Georgeõs County
Approximately 50 teachers trained

1995 - 2000 ðWorkshops continued in 
PG, averaging 4 per year 
(12 teachers each)

Science coordinator leaves PG ð
workshops stop

Success!



Baltimore County, 2004

Á PG science coordinator had moved to Baltimore 
County schools

Á He was willing to host workshops there, where we 
had not done any

Á Our first Baltimore County workshop was attended 
by deputy science coordinator and his wife, 
a curriculum writer, also other curriculum 
writers within the school system

Á After the workshop, they wanted to write a unit 
for 2 nd graders called Skeeters - they teach 
life cycle of insects in 2 nd grade

Á Over the next 2 years, we did teacher workshops 
for at least one teacher in each of the county 
schools ðworkshops were modified for 2 nd

grade level










