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What Is Open Marsh Water Management ?

ÅDefinition:  Open Marsh Water Management 
(OMWM) is a management tool used in coastal salt 
marshes to control mosquito populations, to improve 
habitat resources for fish and wildlife, and to restore 
salt marshes to the hydrological conditions as existed 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƎǊƛŘ-
ditching.

ÅOMWMisNOT Grid Ditching !



What is OMWM? (ŎƻƴΩǘ)

ÅSelectiveexcavation of salt-marsh mosquito breeding 
habitat to creates permanent-water ponds and ditches 
that allow the survival of fish

ÅExcavated spoil is thinly deposited over the marsh 
surface to fill nearby mosquito-breeding depressions

ÅProperly designed OMWM results in 95-99% mosquito 
reduction from local marshes

ÅControls mosquito larvae naturally without the 
repetitive application of chemicals

ÅAlso creates beneficial waterfowl, water-bird, and fur-
bearing mammal habitat



5Ǌȅ άōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎέ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƛƴ {Φ 
patens/Phrag



5Ǌȅ ǘƛŘŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǾŜŘ άōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎέ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ 
located in S. alterniflora


