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Father of NC Public Health
Thomas Fanning Wood, MD



Superintendents of Health

1875 - 1913

ÈDr. Adam Empie Wright 1875 ï1879

ÈDr. Joshua Cochran Walker 1879 ï1882

ÈDr. Francis Whitford Potter 1882 ï1893

ÈDr. Joseph Christopher Shepard 1893, 1895 ï1897

ÈDr. Andrew Howell Harriss 1893 ï1897

ÈDr. Robert Drane Jewett 1893 ï1895

ÈDr. William Dougald MacMillan 1897 ï1914

ÈDr. Charles Thomas Harper 1900 ï1909

ÈDr. Joseph Akerman 1909 ï1911

ÈDr. Charles Torrance Nesbitt 1911 ï1917



Health Officers / Health Directors
1913 ς1958 1958 - Present

È Dr. Charles Torrance Nesbitt 1911 ï1918

È Dr. Arnold F. Stovall 1917 ï1918

È Dr. Robert Barnard Slocum 1918

È Dr. Charles E. Low 1918 ï1919

È Dr. Robert Alexander Herring 1919 ï1920

È Dr. John H. Hamilton 1920 - 1931

È Dr. Avon Hall Elliot 1931 - 1951

È Dr. Charles Burdis Davis 1951 - 1968

È Dr. Joseph Clyde Knox 1968 - 1976

È Dr. James Avery Finger 1976 - 1979

È Mr. James M. Brown 1979 - 1983

È Mr. Robert S. Parker 1983 - 1997

È Mr. David E. Rice 1997 -



Yellow Fever - 1862



1860s

Å1867 - Created the position of General 

Health Officer. 

Å1869 - Board of Alderman began 

regulating the cleansing of spittoons



1870s

Å1875 - First Superintendent of Health

Å1877 - North Carolina Board of Health 

Å1877 ïWilmington City Health Department 

Å1877 - New Hanover County Board of 
Health was formed as an auxiliary to the 
State Board of Health

Å1877 - Dr. Satchwell was appointed 
chairman of the Board of Health. Dr. Wood 
became its first secretary.
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ÅAn advertisement appeared in the Morning 
Star for a meeting to establish the Board of 
Health.

ÅThe Board of Health created four committees: 
Drainage and Water Supply, Epidemics, 
Sanitary Condition of Public Buildings, and 
Public Nuisances. 

June 14, 1879



1880s

Å1881 - City-County Hospital opened

Å1883 - Sanitation and Secondhand Clothing

Å1886 - Keeping Wilmington Clean

Å1887 - Creation of the Old North State Medical 

Society.



1890s

Å1894 - James Walker Memorial Hospital  

Nursing School established

Å1898 - Smallpox Outbreak



1910s

Å1910 - Smallpox Epidemic

Å1911 - City Assumes Control of Sanitation

Å1911 - Dr. Charles Torrance Nesbitt (1911-

1917) appointed

Å1911 - Dire Sanitary Conditions



Anti Germ Individual 

Cup Fountain - 1911



1913



1910s

Å1913 - Consolidation of Health Departments

Å1913 ïSuperintendent of Health becomes 
Health Officer

Å1913 - Standardizing Milk and Food

Å1914 - Fines for Spitting in Public

Å1914-19 - World War I



1910s

Å1915 - Our Communal Health

Å1917 - Dr. Arnold F. Stovall (1917-1918) 

appointed (victim of influenza)

Å1918 - Influenza Epidemic

Å1919 - Venereal Disease



1920s

Å1920 - Babies Hospital established

Å1920 - Rabies and Humane Officer created

Å1920 - Creation of Community Hospital

Å1920 - Sewage Requirements Expanded



1920s

Å1922 - Diabetes and Insulin

Å1927 - Measles Epidemic

Å1928 - Introduction of Penicillin



1930s

Å1930 - Waging a War against Mosquitoes

Å1931 - Board of Health Adds Dentist

Å1933 - Drinking Glass Regulation

Å1936 - Meningitis Outbreak

Å1938 - Life Expectancy Rate Improves



1940s

Å1939-45 ïWorld War II (U.S. ï1941)

Å1941 - Growth of Health Department

Å1942 - Restaurant Inspections

Å1942 - Testing for Pasteurized Milk



1940s

Å1943 - New Health Center

Å1945 ïBan on Cows

Å1948 - Polio Epidemic


