
The History of Phragmitesin the 

Eastern United States with some 

implications for Mosquito Control

Robert Meadows
Delaware Division of Fish & Wildlife

Mosquito Control Section



So Whatôs the Big Deal about

Phragmites?



1954
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Expansion of Phragmites

in Silver Run Marsh (south 

of Port Penn, DE), 1954 - 1989.
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1968
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1977
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1989
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So What Happened?

1. The native stock mutated?

2. Anthropogenic impacts severely

altered marsh ecology?

3. A non-native Strain was Introduced?



Dr. Kristin Saltonstall

Molecular EcologyïTheir Genes DonôtLie
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