
Current and Future Source Reduction 

Efforts in Portsmouth Virginia





Portsmouth Statistics

ÅPopulation just under 100K

Å29 square miles

ÅOperating budget right at $400,000

ÅProgram falls under Public Works / Utilities

ÅStaff include

ïpublic works analysis

ïcrew leader

ï2 spray technicians

ï2 - 4 seasonal staff



Top 5 things needed to create perfect 

mosquito breeding habitats.

ÅPoor initial design (ditching and filling 

creeks & wetlands)

ÅLack of elevation (water does not run up 

hill)

ÅMaintenance program relying exclusively 

on hand labor of ñproblem spotsò  

ÅAdd highly invasive plant species

ÅDecades of neglect



Over 100 L1 - P in 1 dip
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Å Use of contact assets (herbicide), in-house labor equipment, rental 
equipment to clear areas 

Å Restore function to ditch line, reduce mosquito breeding habitat, 
increase wildlife use of habitat

Å Long term goal to work towards developing a full service maintenance 
program


