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Why Include 
Education?

There are Lots of Reasons!



Joint Statement on Mosquito Control 
(EPA/CDC) September 2012

State and local government agencies play a 
critical role in protecting public health from 
mosquito-borne diseases. They serve on the front 
line, providing information through their outreach 
programs to the medical and environmental 
surveillance networks that first identify possible 
outbreaks. They also manage the mosquito control 
programs that carry out prevention, public 
education and vector population management.



What Are The Goals of 
Education?

To be of maximum effectiveness, the people, for whom protection is 
provided, must understand and support mosquito control. An 
integral part of most organized mosquito control programs is public 
education. It is important that residents have a good understanding 
of mosquitoes, the benefits realized from their control and the role 
people have in preventing certain mosquito-borne diseases. Being 
aware of pesticide application times is also important for individuals so 
they may decide on precautions they may need to take. While this 
usually involves education of the public through announcements in the 
media, some control programs have staffs that develop and present 
educational programs in public schools. People who are informed 
about mosquito biology and controls are more likely to mosquito-
proof their homes, and eliminate mosquito breeding places on their 
own property.



In The News for 2016



Infectious Diseases Effects World-wide



Why Be Concerned With Mosquitoes?



No One Knew When 
Yellow Fever Would Strike



Will Any 
of This 
Happen 
Here?



The Answer: VERY FEW!

At the end of day how many 
people actually care enough 
about these facts to do 
something?



Difficult to Properly Educate People
Extension is about educating people 
interested in learning something.  It’s 
voluntary.  

People need to:
Hear It!
See It! 
Or Do It! 
At Least 7 times to adopt a new habit.  



Brain Storming Ideas
• Don’t fall into conversations that 

go….
oYes, but or It’ll Never Work

• Use a method that removes all 
barriers to coming up with good 
ideas.
oUse Yes, and…….
oThen see what can be done! 



Who Are We Educating?
• General Public
• Youth
• County 

Commissioners
• Commercial 

Applicators
• Business Owners
• Beekeepers
• Environmentalists 



Every Municipality In York County Has 
This



Enforcement



Maybe You Can’t Do Enforcement
The Question Becomes Who Does?



We Must Provide People The 
Tools to Solve Their Own Problems

Image Credit: OpenClipArt.org



The General Public Needs to Know IPM is

• Least hazardous to human health
• Least toxic to non-target organisms
• Most Likely to give long-term control
• Prevents pest before they become a 

problem
• Most cost-effective
• Most site-appropriate





School IPM www.paipm.org

• All PA school 
districts required to 
have an IPM plan 
since January 1, 
2003.

• Addresses Indoor 
Air Quality (IAQ)

• Department of 
Education 
Environmental and 
Ecology Standards

http://www.paipm.org/


Taking IPM to the Next Level



People Need to Know What Government 
Funded Mosquito Programs Do 



Surveillance Coverage



Fishing License is Required



Control Events



Know Who The Beekeepers Are



Program Vehicles



Partner With Your Local Library System



Partner With Other Government Agencies



Partner With Other Government Agencies



Get On Local Community Television



Getting the News Out 



Writing News Articles 



Facebook



Take Advantage of News Interviews



Have Educational Displays Ready To Go



Youth Programs and Activities



Internships

Education Day at York Revolution ballgame.  
Mayor C. Kim Bracey

Education Day at York 
Revolution ballgame.  
Mayor C. Kim Bracey



Don’t Forget Those Birding People

York Audubon Society



Insect Fair



Truck and Equipment Day Event



Working with Municipalities



Programs for Commercial Applicators

Where trade names appear, no discrimination is intended,
and no endorsement by Penn State Extension is implied.





Pesticide Applicator 
Recertification  Programs



What County do you live in?



Residents Can Report Problems



What Can Be Found in 2 Blocks



Developing Educational Material



Getting Residents to be Responsible



Stormwater Concerns



Mower Issues



Problem Solved!



Radio Interviews



Videos



Free Tire Disposal Program 



2011-2012 Participated in 
Rutgers University study.



Share What You Are Doing



York Revolution vs. Sugarland Skeeters



Have a State Citation or Proclamation Issued



County Nature Center



Billboards



Door Hang Tags for Problem Areas



Sometimes Volunteers are Needed





Litter Index



Remember That Every Opportunity 
is an Educational Opportunity!

THE END
THANK YOU!
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